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Story of the Eventful Journey From
Victoria Island to the Mainland, Dur-

ing Which a Seal Supplies Food
When the Supply Runs Out

By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON.|

\/1.\\' 17th wo had sald good-by |
|
P 4

to the Ilast Eskimo we saw |

‘n Victoria Island. Their
cemp lay a little west of the mlddle DI!
Prince  Albert Sound,  Although it |

must hikve been nearly two months |
sinca thoy started with loaded sledges |
1l the eastwurd journey from thelr |
unting distriet pn the south-
re of Banks Island, they were
ving ehlefly on supplies of polar
meat brought with them; but the
Fad eeme for them to start the
aribon hun
Some of ther friends aiready had |
moved Into the mouatalns to the north
1 sparate  Princa Albert Sound
rem Minto Inlet, and it was the in-
tentlon of those last three familles
with whom we had been wislting to

follow them northward the day afler
onur departure. A3 a matter of fact
tiey would have gone even sooncr
Ead 1t not bean for our wviait,

I think it was Caps Back on Vie-
tarla Islurd for which we headed on
raving the Eskimo village, The

charts were not very accurate here,
¥ mora than anywhore elss in the
to, and it 1a only the moat con-
ts that one can certainly
v travelling for about

Af

four heurs we camped o give me A

&nce to enter in my diary maore
virled information of which
| taken only hasty notes during

uy with the peoble,
Unribon Moving Northwest.

o
! ka
s

»amething like twelve miies n.’l
day we must have crpssed
lsngt flve hundred caribou tracks,
it most of them were over a woek
The general direction In which
trails led was approximalely
hwest. We saw only three bands,
1. geven and three wnimals, re-
All of them were too wild
us a close nppmn.ch. although
Jak fired two or throe vain
at ona of ths bands.
v mo eenls elither, It WAS AS
v pavly for the common seal
| 1o appear on top of the lce,

RVRL Ll

1 the bearded seals frequent fu gen- !
L he nelghborhood of Innd. |
U tod that to-morrow on our
anpr 1 to land weoe should s¢e some |
? thear
Jur slol was so heavily loaded with
0 ethnologleal specimens purchased
1 peologionl ones pleked up on

\ l-land that it was impossible
¢ 10 haul much meat with us
1 day, therefore, found us
irly out of food, when, nccording to

tating on approaching within

o miles of Cape Back 'we
10d peal lving DLesida a tide
{ which had hauled It-
eapecially waketul
took Nuthkuslak over
uis to make a successfil Ap-

An neither the dogs nor our-
selves had had quite enough to eat in
un morning, we camped near where
t animal wns killed and allowed
tha dogy to gorge themselves.

Heswved Tonds With Axe,
I
W

seli until we rounded
hid rougher ice than
ed to and our heavy and
load mude the golng somewhat

From Caps

Hors and there wo were
"ried ta usy an axe which we had
nEg with us for the purposs of road

aking, and It sometimes took us an
NOlE te maks fifteen or twonty yands,
Hetween Cups Baring and what the
Vimiralty ehart calls “Cape Kendall®
“ & 1ee nluo was rough, and moreover
h weather was mo thiek with falling
THOW nid fog that wa conld seldom soo
noes el a fiw hundred yards,

3 we reached “Cape Kendall®

w Wl come tn the point from which
: n of the western ond of
ttal U'nion straits had to he

I ullowing the island coast

! towurd Foint Willlame, where
ALty wero narrower, might have
I the safer thine to do at this sea-

FUL of Lhe year, for spring was ap-

by

proaching and the ice in the open msea
could be expected to break up with a |
strong wind at any time and to float |
to the westward, carrying us off with |
it. But following the coust any farther |
was very much gut of the way, and |
bLesides 1 had a special roasen for
wanung to cross the straits just at
tholr weatern ends, where the charu|
place "Clerk lsland."”

Looking for an Island.

On our way east wlong the coast of
the malnland the yeur befors wo had |
kept & Kkeen lookout for Clerk Island,
but had falled 1o sea {1t According
to the account of (is discoverer, Bir
John Richardsan, it in o good slzed |
tsland lying not more than twelve
miles off the malnland shore. It hap-
pens that on this part of tha mauln-
land the Melvill mountains are near
the coast, and It had therefore been
an easy thing for me to clilmb a fow
bundred feet {nto their slopes for the
purpose of sweeplug the sca ice with
my glassea, The weather on this por-
tion of our eastward journey had for-
tuhately boen clear, and although tha
mountainas of Victoria Island ltself,
sixty miles away, were clearly visible,
there was no sign of Cierk Island, al-
though undar the conditions of visibil-
Ity wlhilch we had I shou!d have been
atle to ses an Eskimo camp had it
been no farther offshore than Rich-
ardson describes Clerk Iszland up be-
ing.

It had fur a year been fadrly clear
In my mind that Clerk Island did not
cxlst, mnd I was anxlous to put the
matter beyond doubt by crossing now
in & direct llne from “Cape Kendall”
to Point Kinney, which should take
us across the site of Clerk Island.

A Delay in Menl Hours.

As the common socals wero not yvet
out, wo decided that if we took to the
fco of the straits with our sled empty
of meat (ns It already was, for we
had Anished nil we had taken with ua
of the seal killed two days before), wao |
should probably starve, for none but|
common eeals could be expected Any-
where over flve miles from shore. We
wire malling #o cluse to the wind In
the muttor of proviaslons, on ::.'-'nu.ht|
of the welght of our load, that any
gntoward clrecumstance such as bLad|
wenther was gurg to bring us to grief,

1t happened hers that the weather|
remainad  unfavorable, cloudy, and
with snow squalls. We camped for
two days without belng able to secure |
anything ta eat. Of course wa It.nmvl-'l
the tide was bound to turm soon, and-l
the matter caused us no anxlety ex-
cept that the season Wis advancing

lwmr‘h they left in the
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muied the steatum nt  ten  feot, T
should feel gure It was moare than ten
feet, and anything from fifteen to for-
1 feet in all probability. That 13
“conservatiam'—to bho sure you al-
ways underestimate everything.

In crossing Dolphin and Unlon
Stralis sve had one of the muny strik-
Ing eaxamples of this titht have come
to our notlce, Richardson estimates
the helght of the Melvillo Mountains
on the muinland at about five hundred
fect. We could see them from Vie-
torfa Ieland to the vicinity of Polnt
Deaso Thompeon, though we gtood on
the #ea lce. 1n other worde, the high-
¢ soctions of the mountains must bo
from 1500 to 2,000 feet high,

During our stay at' “Cape Kendali"
wea found that it was not 4 cape ot all
but an lsland. This surprised me not
50 very greatly, for whils the Ad-
miraity charts of this reglon are good
enough 1o sall by, ona !s accustomed
to finding them unrcliable in the do-
tulls of tho coast, Indeed they cannot
well be anything ¢ise, for most of
them are made fromm ships of great
draught standing a long way offshore;
From the masthead of such a ship
even [n clear weather thero Is much
diMeulty In seelng the true character
of the eoast line, and bad weuther of
course makes this Impossible,

Dr. Rae's Excellent Work.

The interesting thing abaut our dis-
covery that *“Capa Kendall" |s an
Inland is not that we discovered |It,
but the fact that Dr. John Rae had
ditcovered [t long before, as 1 have

sinee learned from consulting his eon-
tribution te Vel of I'ro- |
ceodings of the Roval Geographleal

an tlim

Soaelety. In his excellent Journey in
1551 he had found here an island |
wluch he had named Bell Island, and
he had loeated it correcty off thel

mouth of & bay which In reality ex-|

irts axactly as he portrays It on his
giketch map.

Colllnson, when he salled past this
point A year or two luter, made ob-
servation to the effact that, true
enough, at A distance, this looks like
an island, but on closs approach he |
found it to be part of the mu.tnla.ndi
21d he therefore struck out the names
n? Bell Island and called it “Cape
Isendnll, and his *eorrection™ was |
adopted by the makers of the Ad-
miralty chart,

We camped at the spot for several |
days and hunted seals all around the |
island and found It to be shaped as|
r. Rae {ndicates in his chart, to be |
incated with reference to the bay ex- |
actly as he locates 1, and to be sep- |

HOULD Dickens's “Slx Poor Trav-
ellers” crosa tho oceian in about
hoodwink thes immigra-

S

a year,

| tion ofMclals and journcy over the Bos-

ton post road to Port Chester they

would find a haven egual to that|

city of Rochester. Food, entertuin-

ment and a lodging for thn night will
be #, frea of charge, frea of care
and fresa of that worst of hugahoos of
indigent wanderers In fuct and fetlon

work. As an offset to this state of |
bilsa they will find that {t lasts for one
night only. After brealfast the w'.n‘-|
farers munst be up and packing, Jjust
s they A1d in the English refuges, |

1t was Richard Watts, Bsq., who by !
hls will of August 1570, founded the

Tl
80

-

and ench day the cromsing of he) i chprity for poor travellers, It
straits wonld become more and mMare | wan James 8, Merrlit, ex-Sheriff of
dangerous :‘\'.-a(.;hv,.?nr_ who provided “n freo

The third day drwned hright and lodging house for inalgent translents”

olear, and by 9 o'clock In the morn-
ing the gnow was thawing all around
us. This was the first thaw we had
seen in Victoria Teland. With the
coming out of the eun the senls came
out also, and Natkusiak and I soon
had one each, By the middle of the
afternnon (May 28) wo wrrs on the
rond to the malnland, heading et
for Point Tinney, and tnking our
sourse from o congplcuous mo :1-.r;|ln:
on the malnland which wo hnew frum
the year before.

A Conservative Explorer.

Tt in possible more than half a cen-
tury after the event, and long after
the death of the distingulaad explorer-
naturalist who first described tha
mainland shora of Dolphin and Union
Straits, to read bis psychology, to an
extent, ss though the man himself
were with uas, by comparing his print-
eod nccount with tha facts. He svas
avidently rigorously trutuful in mat-
ters of fuct, but “conservative' in his
judgmenta, If he saya the formation
{i red sandstone, ons may ba sure It is
gandstone, and red; if ho were to say he
measured a stratum and found It ten
feot thick, I should fgel sure it was
ten fest $2iek; but if e says be seli-

| tionary gl

in his will of April 7, 1019,

Tha eatimahble Watts specified in his |
hequest that travellers “who not being
rogues or proctors may recelve gratis|
for one night lodging. entertalnment
and fourpence each,” XNo such restric-
tlon is placed on the legsucy left by
Mpr. Merritt, By power of his oflee he
had learned that no rogue within his|
district would be in need of nssistance,
und us for proctors, well, as the dle-
cs hodf n dozen definitions
of tha word it 1s quite sufe to say Wit
lia passsil them over in sllence, How-
cver, ns "prootor” was a cant term in |
Watta's tima for professionn]l begpar|
or mendleant, again it {a safe to say |
that class of parasite will find the
wooflen portals of Mr, Merritt's rest
house barred.

Now the “Six Poor ‘Travellera”
are not mentioned here molely forr the
purpone of comparison, According to
Mr. Merritt’s freiendn, tho T'art Chentes
refuge plan wans inspired by Dickens’s
delightful tala *The Seven Poor Trav-
ellers,” that boeing its right nama, nl-
though there were proporly only six.
The place is alun to be a memarial to |
My, Merritt's mother, who devoted
much of her life to relleving suffering
and poverty.

Westcheste

guaint Nnglish |

RIA ISLANDERS .

nrated from the ma
deen ehannel e is
etice everywhers
must draw at jeanst (v
feat of witer,

This & but nne of the nuny
stances of which T am awars
ehow the excellenco of the work
John Hae, o man exact and truthful
and in his methods of travel & genera-
tion ahgad of his time, for whils his
countrymen wore still using the (in
many ways abaurd) methods of travel
which handleapped them =0 greatly
and led to so much needless suffering
and to so many deplorable tragodiea
he had put into effect the only sound

1

mn by the pros-
T which
elve” or fifteen

rakey

in-

that
aof

principla of the travaellor—that of
doinz in Rome2 as the Romans do,
which in the Arctic means using

metliods of travel which the forces of
evolution bava taunght (o ths dwoellers
of Icy lands, instead of methods swhich
men, some of them Ingenibus and
energetie, have evolve2 from thelr
Inner consclousncss wad from the
limited experience of half a dozen
yeoars.

It s n striking thing that John Rae
wintered In Nepulse Bay, using only
the food and fuel which nature las
pravided at Repulse Bay, and that he
did this within a decads of the time
when 8ir John Franklin's entlre com-
pany of adle bodied Englishnen,
equipped quite as well as Rae's party,
starved helplessly and died to the lust

A >
<
MG

A GROUP
MR. STEFFANSSON &t PRIN

-

(=)

in thenu
We hud now made up
not to gu to Banks Island
learning that it was uninhabited in
summer, and as Hell Island
Kendall”) was ono of the
beacon mites,

our minds
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YOUNG WOMEN PHOTOGRAPHED by
ALBERT SOUND .

alund by a fairly | keen lookout for these Leicons and)coross them with a sled became u dif-
would get any Information we had left!

("Cape  mountaln,
proposed | enough to have claur weather all the
we built on ita south-|way,
west corner a tall calrn of stones and | milss off the mainland shore and just

—
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ficult matter, The scason seemed te
!%p @ full month earlier en the main-
lund Laan on Vietoria Island.

becauso of | Wo kept our enursa for Point Tin-

rulded w»till
for

ney, our

wers

by
we

congplouous
fortunate

We were still twelve or fifteen

left thera a short account of our do- | passing the mouth of the Crocker
ings and plans, enclosed In one of our | Rtlver when in ons of our short halts

wirtight malted milic tins,. We hnd

long ngo consumed the last of thol

malted milie, but wa still kept a4 fow
of the cans with us-for they were

we heard a nolso as of the rustling of
wind among leaves or as the roar of
r waterfall made fuint through dis.
tance. | toock the nolse to be made

|
|

MAMAYOUK , the ESKIMO WOMAN WHO WAS

PART of the EXPLORERS EXPEDITION From the

BEGINNING and WENT

THROUGH LONG JOURNEYS,

BLIZZARDS and FAMINES WITH UNDISTURBED GOCD
SPIRITS .

1

a’

excellently made and Idal receptacles [ by the rushing waters of Crocker
for matches or anything else that| River, but Natkuslalt was of another
must not be dampened or affected l":‘lopinlon.
thoe weather, Of course, this ecan |

| Thaw Catches Party and Necessitates

man in a country as well supplind with
food and fuel ns was that whera Ilao |
spent his winter in comfort,

That the countiry whers Franklin's |

would have been plunder to the Eski-
mo had they found i, but wa knew
that nons of them were duo to visit
“Cape Kendall" wuntil the spring of

the followlng year, anid we felt surg|

the Teddy Bear would come
hefore then, as she eventually did.

1 learned luter from D, Anderson
that it was on July 30, or a little
mora thin two months after wa bullt
tha cairn, that they slghted it with
thelr glosses from the schooner eight
or ten miles out at sea and came in

to plek up the meassage, In-:ldcnullﬂ

they verified in summer what 1 had
seen clearly enough in winter, that
the place is really un islund and not
L cape.
Startling Climatiec Change,
-
Fow things 1 my teavelling ex-

\
IIODE | oerehore on the sea ice.

Eskimo Becomes Timid,

He had been worried from the start
about the crossing, for, ke all Eski-
mo known to me, he was excessively
timld in ths matter of venturing far
He now de-
|elared that it was clear that the lece
|on which we were had drifted offshore
and ‘what we heard was the noise of
| the waves breaking against the edge
|af the Ice floe on which we wers float-
| Ing off to sen. [ did not much belleve
this, but acting (as I always mean to
do) on the principle that it is better
to he mafe than sorry, and at the
strong insistance of Natkuslak I head
| ed stralght Tor shore so as to find ou
| the worst at once.

Conversion of Sledge Into Boat to
Carry Explorers Over Danger-

‘Lead” in Ice

—at ", *
fronted at landing with 20 wide a load
Ra this was, for the fresh water
brought down from inland by Crocker
River had evidently contributed much
to the decay of the lce in tho {rAmedi-
ate vieinity. In fact the mud brought
down by the river waus scattared all
over tha ire, and this had mueh ace

The maln ohject |

of the crossing had been nccomplished |

|
| —~that of showing that Clerk Island

celerated the thawing., The pnint at
which we wers trying to land was
four or flve miles west of the mouth

ously Wide *

¢
14

witer boitle and lashed them to the
{rame of our siod, which we had pre=
vicusly natled.
With a shovel for a paddle we
pushed the sledge Into the water and
I got Whoard It to paddle across, As
| n measurs of precaution we ook care
| before lannching the sled into the
| water to fasten 4 rope to It for Nat-

Kkustale to hold, so that in case the
| huoraney proved insufficient he would

S

men atarved s anfMclontly provided | poricues have boen ko sturtling ns the | Was not whers it {a located on the  9F € "M“""' River. {at least be able to haul me back to the 1
with means of aubslstonce 'a shiown by | change In ellmate apparent on eur | charts—but had we continued our A t_‘"n"" fool lead is, """' iree, r"”li'" "“"""‘- - ' »
the fact that it was peopled Dy Esklmo | ¥outhwestwird journey of sixty miles, |[course for Polnt Tinnery we should f”"’ “M': to cross in the ordinary way, The foat ng mower of the aledge
botly before and after that great teag- | Ths “norning of our day of leaving hare saved a day of extra travel | but  beforo devising extroordinary | Atied with the tin cans proved to be q
rdy. At the very time when theso | Bell Island was the first thaw of the Tt turned out that those lnst twalve means wa scouted n mile or =n ecawt | Just o0 much that ¢ eettiad till the !
Engilshmen were dylng of hunger sr ui that place, The second dav |milen or eo before reaching shore and west along '.I.»‘_‘:-..-l 1o 800 1f there | Water was up to my walst as 1 sat on ;
there were Lving &ll about them | out from there, thirty or ko miles to| Were a very difficult stretch to nego. | 07 no parrow places, or ‘else looss | the sleil, Paddling It was slow work, ! 3
Eskimo familles wlio were taking care | the southiwest, it became evident that | tiate. Tha nearar we got to land the | [0® cakes, one of wlhich wo conld yae ' nid mich to Lhe surprise of hoth of us 3 #
of their aged and bringing up their | WArm &pring weather had been in|More Water thero was on the jce and | {07 & Faft in crosslig. There was no It kent sattiing gradually until T wam | §
chiidren In comparative plenty, un-|force for a considersble time, for the ! the deeper were the channels through slgn of elther, To the castwird the 11"-r!.l'-' up tn my arms in the water, [~ ~@
alded by the rifles and other excelient | ANOW was nearly gona off the fre. A | which (¢ was running toward the tide( 128d naturally got wider and wider W 1_ it ‘hecime evidant “."”' CUT: Rous
implements which the Engltshmen had | few of the deeper snowdrifts only re-|cracks by which it jolned the water of | 10Ward the mouth of the river; to the | trit ance wis going to sink.
in abundance, mained and water channels furrowed the sea, Muay of these channels wers | WeStWard (¢t maintained its width, and | ! pay s hied Lo me:to controvert the

When we partad with Dr, Anderson | tho surface everyvwhoere, elghtoen Inches or even two feot inl|'t® course ran through such rough l:l“."l bl I:.rh' i'.;:. Hoversholoan § tn!'d
and Capt. Bernard 1 had told them it| On the third day this beckma stiil depth, and Kera and thers actuya | DTCSEUrS fee that 10 follow [t wwith g SAtsusiak to pull the  slad back
Wwans our intention to proceed to Banks! morn nnparent, and on the fourth,  holes Bad appeared in the fco so that | 8ed %08 out of the guestion. i:.»"u'. .“ ST WA guL tho S.ed LB.on a |
Island and spend tho summer there. | When o approwcliesd the makiand we hal 16 ba carefsl to son that nels The Jead wna full of veui. Wao firse | 0 loe, it ‘-‘-'l‘i""l ""'1' tiat the alcohol
It was arrangpd that the Teddy Hear | shors, the loa wis tn o condition that  ther ourselves nor our sled and dogh thought of shooting 1ws o theos of If'ﬂ i '."1' l"- f I""I“ “ “"';"r- : II“'O N
would come wlong whenever the ion wild B produeed only by three weeks  went thraugh 1o the bottom them, skinnitng them, Iaftating e RIS NRADS “|* AL carhed ,‘: with s
cleared off and would plek us up in | or i month of thaws. The tide cracks 'erhnps thres miles from shors s skins and using them for floa tn  Contents of amlephol near tha tip of

the nelghborhood of Nelson Hend, but
In case anything oceurred ta changn
our plans we wers to bulld con
beacons at one more
dozen designated polnts on the shore
of Victoria 1=land.
when she came along

or

r’'s Di

it this of

wiliich grson tha yeur
shonld ta the nelghborhod of Victorin

Sheriff Merritt’s Legacy to Shelter Indi-

gent Teavellers—*

Bheriff 1'red, as ady through-
it tha length, 1 dinglos . and
dollsa of Woestchester called him, was
rteeped In Diclkena lor As a true

disciple of the Muster Writer ho had
the good nature of Mr. Pickwick, t

Jollity of Mark Tauvley and the tepde
ness of Tom Pinch. He lived a Dick-
cnsesque existence, quoted DicKens
conatantly, and his friends decluyve that
had custom permiitted ha would have
dressed ke one of Choery hlo
hrothers, for thoss were his favor
charncters.  Omne aof hils hohbles

the

plel: Tleckons characters from
the tiadesmon, ¥is chief ol
was that he could find no iaw statlonsr
to Nt Enagsby's nicha wid "lay down

L another Llf crown.’

“But perhaps (L is Just as well,” ha
often remarked, "for If & boy wis to |
die here as littde Joe dled, well, T
wouldn't stand that sort of thing,
that's all."

Of course the big hlacksmith

who

{ hbammered and clinked st his forge on

the

1
wh

the oulskirin of town was “Jo
Gargery." XNot n did I maiter
to the Bheriff that the muker of hor

shoon wnd of witgon tirea hud
no shrewlsh wifa, Lut the happiest of
hmmes and o who had ecapruresd
first prize (n the high fthool debuting

woldor

sOn

contest, “He looks the part,” wus My
Merritt's  explanation and critical
friends agreed. Incldentally “Gar-

gery” was one of the Elieriff's favor-
ftes and the latter was often umnng!
the group drawn to the cindery shop |
of & night by ths witchery of glowing'
metal and mystery muttering bellows,

hen there war “Pip* e st
camo to Sherlff Frod's notles as n shy,
tow headed urchin sitibng near the

resonant anvil one evisp October ey
ning, His odd words, “I wish 1 could
catech one of them so it might toll r.;-;;
whera they all go,” whils he watched |
sparks dart from the tingling metal,
glarted the friepdship, FHe was chris-

were stopped by A lead about twanty
feet wide. It was clear now that Nat-

carry tha sled arross (e lead

which Eskimo often do (g£urh an in- |

the oo away from shore und bresgx it

| Caps Verry,

| manthis

Amd o our return n few

after Joving It wae found (&

We emptied the can, hocked up the

e e

S e ity kil "
spicuous | IRiand be no more than & foo! or eigh- | kusink had beon mistaken, and that fiated sealskin hns the buoyancy of :ulih-.-":\ 'l?”f’-l-"I.“ :‘:'!"..':II{-I'-' “'\ éhh'lﬁ
of half a tpen inches In width Wad pear the the nolse we Lenrd was really the | ®bout 300 poundsr. We Lad, bowoever 1«,:1 et 1'[:.,.'1 ;;{,:"l'l-' - 5»:..‘.11.-] Jex
mainland lesa than aixty miles south nolss of Crocker River, Tt in probails | Pe7n wading knee deep through water Iratke Iil r‘uu t rll'n.'rl'-".: ;‘wlta.l:d 1..‘1 .
The Teddy I:'.i:'. r,;. 1 onten by running water to nthat had see kept our eotirss for Paint for ten or rlln-i'.u hours wund wore cold. SRt ‘vl-ll s ;--.»1 “.“ I,:,d ui:;dn ¢ fn; ‘
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